Effectiveness of implantation of a subcutaneous implantable cardioverter-defibrillator in a patient with complete heart block and a pacemaker.
The subcutaneous implantable cardioverter-defibrillator (S-ICD) represents an important alternative to traditional ICD therapy. The major limitation of this technology is the inability to provide pacing. Here, we present a case of a patient with complete heart block and a pacemaker who underwent placement of an S-ICD. Special considerations had to be taken with regards to evaluation and implantation of the S-ICD because of the pacemaker. In conclusion, implantation of an S-ICD can be done in patients with pacemaker effectively with appropriate electrocardiographic screening, device testing, and programming.